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Located just outside the Ansell Centre is the Sensory Garden,
a space where you are welcome to find some moments of calm.



THE ANSELL CENTRE
Welcome to

The Ansell Centre is Hadleigh URC’s ‘Church Hall’. 
Back in the 1830s, members of the church opened 
a British School to offer weekday education to the 
poorer children of the town. With the generosity of 
John Ansell, they were able to move it into new 
purpose-built premises for the church – what is 
now called the Ansell Centre.

Over the last 15 years or so, the Church and the 
Ansell Centre Charity have worked hard at 
renovating the building so that it can continue as 
an asset for the community. 

Today, all kinds of groups, charities, clubs and 
individuals use the premises throughout the week.  
This leaflet gives you an idea of some of the 
activities that are going on. There is also a 
Facebook page, where users can post news about 
their events taking place in the Ansell Centre.

Serving the whole community as a hub
to connect us and support our wellbeing

www.tinyurl.com/ansellcentre



ANSELL CENTRE CHARITY (ACC)
The ACC was set up in 2004 as a charity with the object of providing 
community facilities for the people of Hadleigh and surrounding area. 
Its ten trustees encompass a wide range of interests including community, 
church, local authority, professional, business and retired. Membership of 
the ACC is open to anyone who is interested in the work of the charity.

For more information visit: www.ansellcc.org.uk

ACC LUNCH CLUBS

The Lunch Clubs meet on the first and third Wednesday of each 
month. The aim is to provide a nutritious lunch at a reasonable 
price and in a friendly atmosphere. Cost is £4.50 for a two course 
meal followed by tea or coffee. You need to be a member to 
attend lunch clubs but membership is free. 

Please contact Barbara on 01473 808835 or Vic on 07719 496112 
for further information. During lockdowns the lunch clubs were 
sadly forced to close but with relevant precautions in place, they 
are now open again.



ACC MEMORIES CAFÉ

The Memories Cafe meets every Thursday at the Ansell Centre 
between 11am and 3pm. Originally a group for people living with 
dementia and carers, we have extended our remit to anyone in the 
local community and surrounding areas who may be lonely or 
socially isolated and who would benefit from coming along. We 
always welcome new faces and invite anyone interested to just come 
in and join us for a cuppa. We offer an optional very reasonably 
priced hot lunch and a range of activities in the afternoon which 
people can join in with as they wish. The focus of the group is on
fun and friendship and there is no charge for attending. 

For more information, feel free to pop in one Thursday
or contact the Memories Cafe Co-Ordinator, Sue Taylor:

Mobile: 07941 497927
Email: amchadleigh@outlook.com

ACC CINEMA

(‘Hollywood in Hadleigh’)
There is usually one film a month during the spring and summer 
and two films a month during the autumn and winter. Film shows 
are on Friday evenings at 7.30 pm and the price is £4 on the door 
(£2.50 for accompanied children when appropriate). Tea, coffee and 
choc ices are sold during an interval. For full details of upcoming 
events and any covid-related restrictions, please click on the Digital 
Cinema Events button on the Ansell Centre Charity website. 



CRAFT CLUB

Hadleigh Craft Group is for people who love to craft, learn 
new skills, and like having a natter and a good laugh.  We 
meet each Tuesday morning during term time and share our 
skills or have outside tutors.  This is our craft club cupboard, 
crammed with opportunities for crafting: 

Contact Details:  
Marion Leach 01473 822224
mrsmarion.leach@gmail.com

To see some pieces we have crafted,
look at our Pinterest page:
https://pin.it/19OnMbc

FOLK CLUB

Hadleigh Folk and Acoustic Music Nights are normally held on 
the first Friday of the month – from September to July. 
We feature folk music in the broadest sense of the word;
in addition to “traditional” and “contemporary” folk music, you 
can expect to hear hints of pop, country, jazz or even classical 
music. We feature local guests and those from other parts of the 
country. Our doors open at 8.00 and we aim to finish by 10.30.
Entry is £5.00.

Contact details:
Simon and Val Haines 07818 417780 / 417781
Email: simonhaines1@icloud.com
Website: www.hadleighfolk.org.uk
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Hadleigh-Folk-and-Acoustic-Music-Nights-254112784617997



CITIZENS ADVICE

Sudbury & District Citizens Advice is here to help!  We offer free, 
confidential, independent and impartial advice to everyone in the 
Babergh District area. Our advice covers a wide range of subjects 
including benefits, debt, housing, employment, discrimination, 
immigration, family and relationships, consumer rights, utilities and 
communications issues as well as tax and legal problems.

At the start of the pandemic, we switched from providing face to 
face help to telephone, email and online support.  Since then, 2100 
people have sought advice mainly for benefits, employment and 
debt advice and we have secured income of £660,000 for clients.

We are now running our sessions in the Ansell Centre again – on the 
third Thursday of every month. We can also be contacted Mon-
Thurs from 10am to 1pm on 01787 321400 or email 
advice@sudburycab.org.uk. 

LL DANCE & FITNESS

(formerly The Suffolk School of Dance)
We offer Ballet, Modern and Tap dance classes to children from
4 years up. Our students have the opportunity to take
part in performance events, shows and ISTD exams.

For more information:
Contact Lauren - info@lldance-fitness.com

www.lldance-fitness.com
https://www.facebook.com/SuffolkSchoolDance



CHRISTMAS PRESENT TRUST

Formed in 2015 by Sarah and Simon Thompson, the Christmas 
Present Trust exists to provide a free meal and entertainment to 
anyone who cannot be with family or friends on Christmas Day. 
Whatever the reason, we do not ask questions but welcome all. 

The Christmas Present Trust is not affiliated to any other body; 
we raise money independently and rely on an army of 
volunteers to put on our event. 

If you’re interested in taking part or volunteering, contact:
Simon and Sarah Thompson
christmas.present.trust@gmail.com
01473 829246

DIAMOND LITES MAJORETTES

Fun sport for boys and girls aged 5 and over to learn pom, baton 
and flag skills. We train on Thursday nights and compete locally 
and nationally.

Contact details:
Email: diamond-lites@hotmail.co.uk
Mobile: 07823 771384
Facebook: @diamondlitesmajorettes



KARATE ACADEMY

The Arena Karate Academy is part of the EKKA Karate Association, 
members of the English Karate Federation, and is known for having 
exemplary standards and a family friendly approach to teaching.

Instructor for Hadleigh: Stefanie Barnes

Mondays 6-7pm (Beginners) & 7-8pm (Advanced)

Facebook page: @HadleighKarateClub

CHORAL SOCIETY

Hadleigh Choral is a friendly mixed-voice choir that has been around 
for over 100 years.  We perform a mainly classical repertoire with 
two concerts a year, along with a summer programme of lighter 
music and a Celebration of Christmas.

We don’t hold auditions, but some knowledge of music and an 
ability to read music is definitely an advantage. If you’d like to give 
us a try, come along to a couple of rehearsals – no charge – and see 
if it’s for you. For more information:  

www.hadleighchoralsociety.org.uk
Facebook: @HadleighChoralSociety



CHURCH & COMMUNITY ROOMS
The main Church building and Community Rooms are also
available for hire. Details of some regular users are:

PARTIES & DISCOS

The Ansell Centre is also available for private hire.

CLARKES EVENTS DISCOS
Hi I'm DJ Trev, I’ve been in entertaining for over 20 years and run 
mobile discos and local events. I’ve used the Ansell Centre on 
several occasions for both adult and children's parties. 

www.clarkesevents.uk
Call me on 07787 158085 or email: trev@clarkesevents.uk

OTHER REGULAR USERS

In addition to the groups above, there are church activities and 
other groups that use the Ansell Centre on a regular basis…



CHESTNUTS WOODTURNING CLUB

We are a small, enthusiastic group of wood turners who meet at the URC 
Community Room on the third Thursday of each month. Most months we 
have professional demonstrators to provide the members with fresh 
inspiration and skills. We have club member “challenges” and opportunities 
for members to share their own skills and talent. We also enjoy a good chat 
over tea and coffee.

For further information contact: Geoff Harris, Membership Secretary
Tel: 01473 828194 or Email: gsnjharris@outlook.com
or Neil Cowen, Chairman, Tel : 07970 964154

www.chestnutswood.co.uk

COMMUNITY CHOIR

We sing for fun, and while we always aim to make the best sound we can, 
honestly we’re all there because it’s fun singing and even better singing 
together. Everyone is welcome. If you’ve only sung in your bathroom, or 
you’ve never sung before, if you’ve been in a choir, or just want to see what 
it’s like, come and join in our sing-alongs. We cover a wide variety of songs 
from Golden Oldies to Brit Award winners. You don’t need any experience, 
you don’t even need to read music, very few of us do!

contact-us@hadleighcommunitychoir.org.uk
www.hadscommunitychoir.onesuffolk.net

Facebook: Hadleigh Community Choir

HADS
Hadleigh Amateur Dramatics Society (HADS) was formed in 1920 to 
entertain Hadleigh. We are open for all ages and abilities. We normally 
perform a yearly panto as well as other shows like murder mysteries and 
entertainment including Christmas lighting up in Hadleigh. To find out
more visit our website: www.hads.webs.com or call Trev on 07787 158085,

Hadleighents@aol.com



ROOM
BOOKINGS

Contact Ric Lambert
07579 044131
admin@hadleighurc.org.uk
Check room availability at:
www.hadleighurc.org.uk/room-bookings


