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WORSHIP SERVICES AT GREAT MEETING, HADLEIGH URC

Sunday Worship
10.30 am in the Church
COVID Protection now left to individuals,
but please do be considered towards others..

Online worship, CDs and paper copies will also be available.
June 5 Pentecost Led by Michael Tillett
June 12 Worship with Communion
June 19 Morning Worship
(3 pm Messy Church)
June 26 Morning Worship
July 3 Led by Michael Tillett
Also in Church & On Line MID WEEK PRAYER
Wednesdays at 10.30am (See Web Site for LINK)

Please could you let me have all items for the
July 2022 Newsletter before

Thursday 16 June PLEASE
Email to nigel_crisp@hotmail.com
or post to 85 Angel Street, Hadleigh, IP7 5EY.
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From the Minister
Did you know there was a jubilee this year?? No, not that one. But a 50-year
Jubilee Birthday for the URC? Now that might seem a bit strange to some
ears – how can we only be 50 years old when we worship in a building from
the 1800s?! Our church community has, of course, been around for much
longer than 50 years! But it was in 1972 that the Presbyterian Church of
England and the majority of churches in the Congregational Church in
England and Wales united
together to form the United
Reformed Church, with
other church groups joining
as well at a later date
(Churches of Christ and
Congregational Union of
Scotland). I hope you’ll be able to make it to our Synod’s Big Day Out at
Trinity Park (Sat 16th July), which will be helping us to celebrate this special
union. But one important dimension of what happened 50 years ago is
directly related to something we’re celebrating this month: the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.
John records in his gospel some of the things Jesus said about how important
the coming of the Holy Spirit would be (John 14-16), including that this
Helper would guide them into all truth and bring glory to Jesus (16:13-14),
something that Jesus envisages as unity in the gospel (John 17:20-21). When
the Spirit came at Pentecost (Acts 2), linguistic and cultural barriers were
broken down. And as we heard last month in Sunday worship, when the
Spirit was poured out in Cornelius’ house (Acts 10), it was clear that Jews
were suddenly united in a new way with Gentiles through the good news of
Jesus. Unity is a work of the Spirit.
And we need to keep that before us as we further engage with each other as
a church family on the topics of marriage and sexuality. If we are to honestly
speak and humbly listen, we will need the Spirit’s help. As we come to the
session on Sun 26th June, let’s be praying that the Spirit would fill us with the
love and grace of Christ, so that we remain united, despite differences of
opinion, conviction and experience.
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Another vital ministry promised by Jesus is that the Spirit would help the
disciples to bear witness to him (John 15:26-27) and help the world to see its
need of a Saviour (16:8-11). And this is exactly the reason why the disciples
are told to wait in Jerusalem before going out as his witnesses – for they will
be ‘clothed with power to be his witnesses’ (Acts 1). Evangelism – the verbal
telling of the good news of Jesus Christ – is a work of the Spirit. Recently in
Sunday worship we’ve been considering this theme of ‘Good News to Tell’
and if you scan through the book of Acts it’s not hard to see just how
important the Holy Spirit was for the Good News getting out – from a Spiritendowed boldness to speak (Acts 4:31) to Spirit-led travel plans (Acts 16:610). There are practical steps we can take to gain confidence (please do sign
up for the Good News to Tell workshops!) but we take those relying on the
Holy Spirit to be at work in us and in those we speak to. So, don’t stop
praying daily for the people you had on your Focus-on-3 card in Lent!
I hope and pray this Pentecost will be a meaningful one for you, with lasting
impact. May God’s Holy Breath bind us together as a church family and guide
us into truth and may God’s Holy Wind fan the flames of the gospel in us and
power us up to be ambassadors of Jesus in the world.
Grace and peace,

Bryn
___________
Join us for a bring-and-share lunch
after the morning service on
Sunday 26th June.
We’ll be sharing results from the
recent survey and how that will
shape our approach to exploring
marriage and sexuality as a church
family, including some initial
discussion and reflection time.

From May 29 there will be a new online
worship page available, focusing on
Pentecost.
You can access it from the button at the top
of the HURC website homepage or visit:
www.hadleighurc.org.uk/onlineworshippentecost22
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It’s not too late to sign up for the upcoming
workshops called Good News to Tell. With a
mixture of teaching, discussion and practical
exercises, the sessions are aimed at
increasing our confidence in talking about
God and our faith.
Dates and times will shortly be announced
but if you’d like to take part, please let Bryn
know (contact details on back cover).

o

COULD YOU BE A LINK PERSON?
As part of our Church’s Action Plan, we’re looking to
further links with the various groups that use our
premises by offering them a kind of ‘chaplaincy’. For
this we need Link Persons from our church who can
volunteer to do the following:
Call in on once a month – just to say hello and see how things are
going. For some groups this might involve sitting with them for a
while (e.g. Memories Café, Craft Club, Country Threads), whilst for
others it might be popping in before or after the event (e.g. Karate,
Majorettes)

o

Liaise with them about opportunities for collaboration – letting
them know about any initiatives the church would like them to be
involved with (e.g. windowsill displays for a special occasion) and
letting elders know about any ideas they may have

o

Offer practical or prayer support – see if they need help with
anything (feeding back any premises-related issues to Ric) and
offering prayer – either informally in conversation or by checking
that they know about the prayer requests boxes that we will shortly
install.

If you think you could represent the church in this way, please let Bryn or one
of the elders know. We can then discuss with you which group you might like
to cover based on any natural or existing connections and time of day.

Church AGM & Ordinary Church Meeting
Monday 13 June 7.30pm in the church
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Images from
SOUP LUNCH on 13 May
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Booking Form
with details
and sign up sheet
for transport
available online
and in the church.

SHOEBOX WORKSHOP IN COMMUNITY ROOM
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On Saturday 14 May, we were pleased to get a new imitative underway for
the Blythswood Shoebox Appeal. A workshop preparing items to go into the
shoeboxes. We had a lovely chatty group of people from the community
and church, all keen to share ideas on various projects. Coffee, tea and
biscuits were at hand.
We made progress on putting pencil case kits together, cutting rubber bands
from used rubber gloves, knitting warm items and making shoe bags.
One lady went home with shoeboxes, eager to cover them, not a task I relish!
We shall be a step ahead of ourselves for filling the boxes later in the year.
Folk are keen to have another session, so look out for another date.
Karen & Hilary
____________________

PRAYING THE STREETS DURING JUNE
This month we will be remembering those in the following streets: Week
beginning:
5 June
Brett Avenue + Delf Close + Newhaven Way,
Ramsey Road, Grays Close
12 June
Calais Street + Meadows Way
19 June
Castle Road + Castle Rise
26 June
Castle Lane + Woodlands
Do you remember or have memories from others of GLADYS ALYWARD?
Gladys Alyward was born in London and on her
own initiative and without any formal support
went to China in 1932 as a Christian missionary.
She did amazing work. When the communists
took over in 1949 she was forced to return to
England. The film ‘The Inn of the Sixth Happiness’
was made from her story. She spoke of her
experiences and preached in many places whilst at
home including at Great Meeting and at Monks Eleigh in 1952.
I would love to hear of any stories you may have.
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Nigel

GOAL #5 – MAKING LINKS WITH OTHER CHURCHES
If you go on holiday and worship in a different Church then do make lots of
observations. If you see, hear or notice anything that you feel would benefit
our Church, please do let Bryn or Claire know some details. We want to make
links with other Churches who are doing things differently or better than we
are and who could help us.
I met a friend for coffee at The Freedom Church in Great Barton near Bury St
Edmunds. I picked up a news sheet from the café and when I got home I
looked up the Church on the website to find out more about them. I was
there on a Friday morning and saw the child friendly play room and there
was also a drop in café for those over 65+. There was a lovely relaxed
atmosphere and the cakes and coffee were superb. The café is run by a paid
manager but the rest of the staff are volunteers from the Church and local
area. A very similar set up to our Ansell Centre.
Where will your visits take you?
Claire Coster

Reports
REPORT OF THE MAY ELDERS’ MEETING
As usual there was plenty to discuss and our meeting started at 7:15 pm and
didn’t finish until 9:33 pm. There were three main items of lengthy
discussion.
We spent time discussing the pastoral needs of our congregation and how to
support those who are most vulnerable. We spent time praying for those in
need too. The Safeguarding Policy is being updated to reflect the new URC
policy. We also gave thanks for many different things including the Easter
services, the youth service and the service on Sunday 8th May when five
people were received into Church membership.
We discussed the action plan and acknowledged the progress being made
but also the need to pace ourselves and embed some of the new initiatives.
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There was a detailed report from the Task Group planning the Marriage and
Sexuality Discussions. Bryn gave us a 2 page summary from the Task Group
meeting. He explained the objectives and desired outcomes from the
process. The group had also planned the time scale and types of engagement
that the process might employ. It was agreed that Bryn would produce a
summary for the Church family and there would also be a survey to
complete. The different types or elements of engagement might include
reflection including a prayer tree to tie ribbons on throughout the process;
inviting guest speakers; Bible study; discussions; and debates between
different people. It was agreed that as much information as possible would
be made available on the website as well as in person. How this proceeds will
depend on the results of the survey.
We also mentioned the Synod Big Day Out on Saturday 16th July 2022 at
Trinity Park and how we can best support that. Our other main concern was
FIND. Maureen had been interviewed on Radio Suffolk and explained that
£1000 was being spent each week to provide the food needed for the food
parcels. We would like to have a special appeal to help FIND.
A meeting with much to give thanks for, pray for and think about as we
continue to serve God in Hadleigh.
Claire Coster (Secretary)
FINANCE REPORT - April 2022
There was a deficit of £1,093 in April with £4,210 income and £5,303
expenditure. Income from offerings was £2,389 and we received a very
positive £1,816 from lettings this month.
Our monthly Ministry and Mission payment to The URC in 2022 is £2,562. We
spent £1,099 on buildings and maintenance in April, about half of which was
repair to one of the Ansell Centre windows, the rest made up of various small
repairs etc.
I am now working on submitting the gift aid refund to HMRC for 2019. Our
2020 accounts have now been returned completed from our accountant so I
will be sending our 2021 accounts for auditing shortly. You will also see more
detail on the 2021 reports in the church 2022 Annual Report.
Tom Gordon (Treasurer)
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HADLEIGH - CARE IN THE COMMUNITY
ORGANISATION

TEL

ISSUE

AA
National Line
Disability Advice Bureau
Leading Lives
Wednesday Lunch Club
First Lunch Club
Samaritans
National Line
Sue Ryder
Hadleigh DAA
Alzheimer’s Society
Benefit Enquiry Line
Age UK
Frank National Line
Parentline
Domestic Violence
Police Suffolk
Sensing Change
Hadleigh Health Centre
NHS 111
Child Helpline
NSPCC
Waterfield House
Hadleigh Nursing Home
Magdalen House
Canterbury House
Babergh District Council

01473 212224
0800 917 7650
01473 217313
07860798362
07719 496112
01473 808835
01473 287727
116 123
01473 295200
07976 603805
0333 150 3456
0800 882 200
0800 678 1602
0300 123 6600
0808 800 2222
0808 2000 247
101
01473 260030
01473 822961
111
0800 111
0808 8005000
01473 944654
01473 858982
01473 829411
0800 032 1304
0300 1234000

Alcoholics Anonymous

Disability Living All’nce
Child Death Helpline
Gam Care
National Debt Helpline
Missing People
Cruse Bereavement
Elder Abuse Helpline
MIND
Citizens Advice Bureau
National Grid
UK Power Networks

0800 121 4600
0800 282 986
0808 802 0133
0808 808 4000
116 000
0808 808 1677
0800 069 9784
0300 123 3393
01473 219777
0800 111 999
0800 316 3105
105

Direct Gov UK benefits
Support
Gambling Issues
Debt Issues
Missing relative
Bereaved People helpline
Abuse of older people
Mental Well-being
Advice – legal, debt, housing, etc
Report gas leak
Loss of electrical power
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Local Support and Claims
Support for Learning disability
Lunches
Lunches
Life support concerns
Nursing Home
Local dementia support
National Helpline
Direct Gov UK
Support, advice
Advice about drugs
Parenting Issues
Women’s Aid
Non -Emergency Number
Support for independent living
Health
Non-emergency issues
Support for children
Child neglect
Care Home
Care Home
Care Home
Care Home
Local issues

Where We Meet
Great Meeting
United Reformed Church
Market Place, Hadleigh,
Suffolk, IP7 5DL
Monks Eleigh Chapel
and HOME Retreat
The Street, Monks Eleigh,
Suffolk, IP7 7JE

Contacts
Minister
Revd Bryn Rickards
23 Ann Beaumont Way, Hadleigh IP7 6SA
t: 01473 829197 m: 07510 311900 e: minister@hadleighurc.org.uk
Serving Elders
Claire Coster (Church Secretary) 01473 822850
Sammy Apraku Mensah
01473 823118
Ric Lambert
01473 828547
Barbara Robinson
01473 828352
Ann Swallow
01473 806711
Please feel free to contact any of the above
at any time of day (or night in case of emergency),
if you have any problem that the church may
be able to help with.
Treasurer
Room Bookings - Hadleigh
Tom Gordon
Ric Lambert 07579 044131
10 Clopton Gardens,
admin@hadleighurc.org.uk
Hadleigh, IP7 5JG
Room Bookings - Monks Eleigh
treasurer@hadleighurc.org.uk
Ronnie Howson 01473 310168
07825 641154
Newsletter Editor
nigel_crisp@hotmail.com
Registered Charity No 1151084
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